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Whether the book is “preachy” 
 
I don’t have a specific outcome in mind; I’m not trying to create a particular belief system 
in my readers. What I wanted to do was introduce readers to why people can look at 
something like this flame on the mountainside and say, ‘Oh, it’s a gift from God.’ Or, ‘Oh 
no, this is a disaster.’ How do we decide what to believe? That’s what this novel is about. 
And, in fact, my sympathies lie deeply with the poor, conservative, church-going farmers in 
this story who don’t believe in climate change, so how do we talk across this divide 
between people who say ‘it’s the Lord’s business’ and people who say ‘it’s carbon in the 
atmosphere and it’s our business.’ This is the issue; people all over the world are in a 
position of trying to get through today. Trying to get a secure roof over their heads and a 
meal cooked for their children that the abstraction of lowering your carbon footprint is just 
not on the table and the people who have most in the world are the people who have put 
most of that carbon into the atmosphere already. So, I wanted to talk a little bit about 
environmentalism and class, which is just really not talked about in this country. Well, in 
the United States we just don’t talk much about class anyway, but it’s really an issue. To 
have sympathy for the people who don’t really have the options to think so much about the 
future and what our obligation is to them and what our obligation is to the people who 
aren’t born yet.” 



On belief and evidence 
 
I had a hunch that we decide first what we believe and then we 
collect evidence to support it. It also has to do with community and 
who our insiders are. Our communities in a way are getting larger 
and larger—our Facebook friends, our worlds, our information—but 
we also have more power to control what we let in. 
 
We're still selecting our tribes and deciding who will look out for our 
interests. And I wanted that to play out in this character of 
Dellarobia, who is really in a confrontation with her tribe on all 
these increasingly large levels: her family, then her church, then her 
town, then her world. I love creating a ruckus.  



1. The Measure of a Man 
2. Family Territory 
3. Congregational Space 
4. Talk of a Town 
5. National Proportions 
6. Span of a Continent 
7. Global Exchange 
8. Circumference of the Earth 
9. Continental Ecosystem 
10. Natural State 
11. Community Dynamics 
12. Kinship Systems 
13. Mating Strategies 
14. Perfect Female 
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