
Kim Stanley Robinson 
 
“I think all science fiction has a utopian 
underpinning, in that it's a tool of human 
thought for deciding on current actions to make 
a better world for our descendants” 
 
• B.A. Literature UC San Diego 
• M.A. English Boston University 
• Ph.D. English UC San Diego 

• On Phillip K. Dick’s novels 
 

• Lives in Davis, CA 
 

• Has won 11 major sci-fi awards 
 

Science in the Capitol series 
• Forty Signs of Rain (2004) 
• Fifty Degrees Below (2005) 
• Sixty Days and Counting (2007) 

 



• Red Mars (1993) 
• Green Mars (1994) 
• Blue Mars (1996) 
 

“the gold-standard  
of realistic, and  
highly literary,  

science-fiction writing” 

• Antarctica (1997) 
• The Years of Rice and Salt (2002) 
• Galileo's Dream (2009) 
• 2312 (2012) 
• Aurora (2015) 



Kim Stanley Robinson on Forty Signs of Rain 
 
It is a kind of near-future sf … I’ve been able to spend some time at the 
National Science Foundation, and it struck me as an interesting environment 
for an sf novel. The global warming stuff seems worthy of depiction in a novel, 
and I’ve been interested for years in finding stories that would explore the 
money/science/politics/environment complex of issues, so here’s another 
good opportunity. Also, I lived in Washington DC for four years, and I wanted 
to describe that a bit, as a kind of dystopic landscape (at least for me). 
 
I think of these as “day-after-tomorrow” novels, a subgenre of science 
fiction sometimes called “near-future science fiction.” It’s a valuable 
subgenre. For one thing, it’s a powerful way to write about the present 
without instantly producing a historical novel, as, for instance, if one wrote 
about 1999 in 1999, now so far in the past. I think it is crucial never to have a 
date in a day-after-tomorrow novel, and it’s also good to mix elements, so that 
some things are simply contemporary and have already happened … This 
captures the sense of perpetual newness in life these days, that anything is 
possible 



Kim Stanley Robinson on Science Fiction 
 

I’ve been saying this for a number of years: 
that now we’re all living in a science fiction 
novel together, a book that we co-write. A lot 
of what we’re experiencing now is 
unsurprising because we’ve been prepped for 
it by science fiction 
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