
 “while sci-fi usually takes place in a dystopian future, 
cli-fi happens in a dystopian present.”

 "I think when [people] look back at this 21st century ... 
they will definitely see climate change as one of the 
major themes in literature, if not the major theme.“ 
(Kramb)



 a sub-genre of sci-fi

 there's an argument for saying this is simply rebranding: sci-fi 
writers have been engaging with the climate-change debate 
for longer than literary novelists

 Unlike sci-fi, cli-fi writing comes primarily from a place of 
warning rather than discovery … many of the horrors 
described seem oddly familiar.



 Climate change still exists principally as what [J.G.] Ballard 
has called "invisible literature": that is, the data buried in 
"company reports, specialist journals, technical manuals, 
newsletters, market research reports, internal memoranda". It 
exists as paper trail, as data stream. It also exists, of course, as 
journalism, as conversation, and as behaviour. But it does not 
yet, with a few exceptions, exist as art.



Angela Evancie:

 when it comes to understanding the scientific truths about 
the world, there must be another way to bring information 
to people ... that's beyond simply condescending and 
saying, 'Well, if only you had the facts. If only you knew 
what I did, then you would be a smart person.' That gets 
you nowhere.

(quote from Judith Curry)



Rodge Glass:

 finely constructed, intricate narratives help us broaden our 
understanding and explore imagined futures, encouraging us 
to think about the kind of world we want to live in.

 the best cli-fi novels allow us to be briefly but intensely 
frightened: climate chaos is closer, more immediate, hovering 
over our shoulder like that murderer wielding his knife



Robert Macfarlane:

 Literature has a role to play in inducing this gut feeling, for one of 
its special abilities is that of allowing us to entertain hypothetical 
situations - alternative lives, or futures, or landscapes - as though 
they were real. It has a unique capacity to help us connect 
present action with future consequence.

 climate change occurs discreetly and incrementally, and as such, 
it presents the literary imagination with a series of difficulties: 
how to dramatise aggregating detail, how to plot slow change



Edward Morgan Forster
1879-1970

• Novelist, essayist, radio broadcaster

• At King’s College, joins the “Cambridge 
Apostles”

• Travels widely after graduating, including first 
trip to India in 1914

• Two best known novels:

• Howards End (1910)

• A Passage to India (1924)

• “The Machine Stops” – 1909

• "The Machine Stops is a reaction to one of 
the earlier heavens of H. G. Wells."


