
Octavia Butler (1947-2006) 

• Born Pasadena, California 
• Only child in Baptist household; raised by mother 

and grandmother; begins writing age 10 
• Meets Harlan Ellison in 1969 at screenwriting 

workshop 
• Attends Clarion Science Fiction Workshop in 1970 

• Meets Samuel R. (Chip) Delaney 
• Selection of Clarion alumni and teachers: 

• Tobias S. Buckell (1999) 
• Kim Stanley Robinson (1975) 
• Orson Scott Card, Neil Gaiman, George 

R.R. Martin 
• Wins MacArthur fellowship (Genius grant) in 

1995 
• 1st science fiction writer 

New York Times obituary  
As a student, Ms. Butler became a protégée of the 
renowned science fiction writer Harlan Ellison. Over 
the next half-dozen years, living alone in a modest Los 
Angeles apartment, she rose each day at 2 a.m. to 
write. She supported herself through a series of 
dystopian jobs: dishwasher, telemarketer, potato chips 
inspector. 



Octavia Butler 
Selected Works 
 
Patternist series  
1. Patternmaster (1976) 
2. Mind of My Mind (1977) 
3. Survivor (1978) 
4. Wild Seed (1980) 
5. Clay's Ark (1984) 
Xenogenesis series (Lilith’s Brood) 
1. Dawn (1987) 
2. Adulthood Rites (1988) 
3. Imago (1989) 
 
Parable of the Sower (1993) 
Parable of the Talents (1998) 
Fledgling (2005) 

Kindred (1979) 



As Katrina was happening, in the aftermath of Katrina, a lot of people were talking about 
Octavia Butler and how the Parable series made them think about that. Explain. 
 
BUTLER: I wrote the two Parable books back in the 1990s. And they are books about, as I 
said, what happens because we don’t trouble to correct some of the problems that we’re 
brewing for ourselves right now. Global warming is one of those problems. And I was aware of 
it back in the 1980s. I was reading books about it. And a lot of people were seeing it as politics, 
as something very iffy, as something they could ignore because nothing was going to come of it 
tomorrow. 
 
That, and the fact that I think I was paying a lot of attention to education because a lot of my 
friends were teachers, and the politics of education was getting scarier, it seemed, to me. We 
were getting to that point where we were thinking more about the building of prisons than of 
schools and libraries. And I remember while I was working on the novels, my hometown, 
Pasadena, had a bond issue that they passed to aid libraries, and I was so happy that it passed 
because so often these things don’t. And they had closed a lot of branch libraries and were able 
to reopen them. So not everybody was going in the wrong direction, but a lot of the country still 
was. And what I wanted to write was a novel of someone who was coming up with solutions of a 
sort. 



• the one thing that I and my main characters never do when 
contemplating the future is give up on hope. The very act of trying 
to look ahead to discern possibilities and offer warnings is in itself 
an act of hope. 
 

• What good is science fiction's thinking about the present, the 
future, and the past? What good is its tendency to warn or 
consider alternative ways of thinking and doing? What good is its 
examination of possible effects of science and technology, or 
social organization and political direction? At its best, science  
fiction stimulates imagination and creativity. It gets reader and 
writer off the beaten track, off the narrow, narrow footpath of 
what "everyone" is saying, doing, thinking—whoever  "everyone" 
happens to be this year.  



“The idea in Parable of the Sower 
and Parable of the Talents is to 
consider a possible future 
unaffected by parapsychological 
abilities such as telepathy or 
telekinesis, unaffected by alien 
intervention, unaffected by 
magic.” (337) 



Mirror-touch synesthesia 
 
• a condition which causes individuals to 

experience the same sensation (such as 
touch) that another person feels. For 
example, if someone with this condition 
were to observe someone touching their 
cheek, they would feel the same sensation on 
their own cheek 
 

• First reported case 2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Invisibilia link) 

http://www.npr.org/programs/invisibilia/382451600/entanglement
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